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General Authority of Civil Aviation

Subject:

Small vehicles (e.g. self-balancing
scooter/hoverboard) that are powered by lithium-
ion batteries in passenger checked and/or carry-on

baggage.

Ref Publications:

IATA Small Vehicles Powered by Lithium
Batteries Leaflet

Updated 19 February 2016

Applicability:

All air operators, aerodrome operators and all
private persons wishing to transport small
vehicles (e.g. self-balancing scooter/hoverboard)
that are powered by lithium-ion batteries in
passenger checked and/or carry-on baggage.

Description:

The fire risk posed by small vehicles which are
powered by lithium-ion batteries has been a
concern for civil aviation authorities and airlines
worldwide. Many airlines around the world,
including major airlines in Saudi Arabia, have
imposed bans on these devices earlier this year.

The International Civil Aviation Organization
who sets the international standards related to the
safe transportation of dangerous goods by air has
identified lithium batteries as a significant safety
risk to civil aviation and thus set stringent safety
standards for transmitting lithium batteries by air.

Recommendations:

1) Persons wishing to transport small vehicles
(e.g. self-balancing scooter/hoverboard) that are
powered by lithium-ion batteries in passenger
checked and/or carry-on baggage should consult
with their airline to learn of their specific
policies.

This is information only. Recommendations are not mandatory.

Safety Bulletin

SB No.: 002
Issued: 23 March 2016
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General Authority of Civil Aviation

2) Air operators must ensure that when they or
their passengers transport lithium batteries by air
(including any equipment that contains lithium
batteries) that they do so in accordance with the
technical requirements prescribed in GACAR
Part 109 and the ICAO Technical Instructions.
Operators who chose to implement policies that
prohibit the transportation of small vehicles
powered by lithium-ion batteries in passenger
checked and/or carry-on baggage should take
appropriate steps to advise their passengers
accordingly.

3) Aerodrome operators should work with all of
the airlines serving their aerodrome to ensure that
the information conveyed to the travelling public
concerning the transportation of lithium batteries
is consistent and correctly conveys the various
airline policies and regulatory requirements.

Contacts:

Safety and Risk Department

Safety, Security and Air Transport Sector
General Authority of Civil Aviation
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Capt. Abdulhakim M. Albadir

This is information only. Recommendations are not mandatory.
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