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Events and Shows at the Saudi Airports
GACA Celebrates the 89th National Day of the

Kingdom

The General Authority of Civil Aviation (GACA) has celebrated the 89th National Day of
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia by conducting a series of traditional and cultural events and

entertainment activities.

To reflect the Kingdom's rich and culturally-
diverse history, GACA spread the spirit of the
National pride ameong passengers and through
the Kingdem's airports by conducting folldoric
shows in the airports’ terminals which were
decorated in the distinctive green colour of
the Kingdom flag. Moreover, thousands of
scarves, brooches, and souvenirs carrying
the Saudi flag have been presented to the
passengers, in addition to broadcasting
national songs in the terminals.

Furthermore, huge paintings of the founder
of the Kingdom, King Abdul Aziz bin Abdul
Rahman Al Saud -may Allah bless his soul-
and another of the Custodian of the Two
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Holy Masques King Salman bin Abdulaziz Al Saud, and His
Royal Highness, Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman - may
Allah protect them both - have been displayed on the walls
of terminals, and the control tower at the new King Abdulaziz
International Airport in Jeddah as well as the tower at King Fahd
international Airport in Dammam, have been lighted up in green
to celebrate this precious occasion .
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By Eng. Abdullah Al Shahrani
Aviation writer
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and Snyder's Insistence

Most of us know the story of Douglas
DC-3 Dakota, which President Roosevelt
presented to His Majesty King Abdul-Aziz
Al Saud at their first meeting aboard a
warship in the Bitter Lakes of the Suez
Canal in 1945.

But what most people do not know is that
the royal gift had come about as a resuit
of the insistence of an American man
named Dr. Harry Snyder, who worked as
Advisor in the Department of Arab Affairs,
Us Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Dr. Snyder
received a letter from the White House
asking him to suggest a suitable royal gift
to be given by the American president
on the occasion of his historic meeting
with King Abdul-Aziz. He suggested to
propose a civil aircraft, but his suggestion
rejected for exceeding the maximum
allowable cost. However, Dr. Snyder
strongly insisted that this particular gift
is the most suitable for a country filled
with sand dunes more than anything
else, without even the primitive means
of transportation. He re-proposed his
suggestion but in a more persuasive way:
“Douglas has a surplus of C-47 tankers,
and since World War Il is over, the White
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House can borrow one of these planes
and pay for it later.” Finally, Snyder was
able to get the approval of the White
House, which in turn informed Douglas to
convert the cabin of one of these aircraft
into a lavish royal lounge.

The Royal Gift costed $ 85,000. The funny
thing is that when Dr. Snyder retired, he
received a message from the Pentagon
saying that 30 years have passed and the
White House did not pay for the Royal
Gift yet, so the US Treasury was asling
him for § 350,000 as added benefts for
all those years.

This old bird established the first Saudi
civil aviation fleet, which known as the
Saudi Arabian Airlines. In the same year,
King Abdul-Aziz bought two other aircraft
of the same type to join the Saudi Arabian
Airlines fleet. The royal Dakota served
for several years until it was retired and
taken out of service after registering
32,000 flying hours.

The Saudi aviation sector, owe it to Dr.
Harry Snyder, for it wasn't for his idea
and insistence, we wouldn’t have started
our journey into the world of aviation in
1945.
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Engineless Aircraft
to Soar into
Suborbital Space

La Mesa, California
Professional Writer and Researcher

Engineless Airbus Perlan Il rises to the
highest altitude ever achieved by a glider
aircraft.

Though glider planes - or engineless
airplanes - have flown successfully
since the 1930s, it wasn't until the 1990s
when a NASA researcher discovered that
they could be hifted much higher into
the atmosphere. This was following his
fascinating discovery of evidence that
mountain waves could extend well into
the atmosphere at the North and South
poles. It was believed that they could
be strong enough to lift a sailplane to
astonishing altitudes - and the Perlan Il
was invented to explore these remarkable
air waves.

gaca.ideaswindow.com/index.html?v=1#p=2

The name Perlan is Icelandic for “Pearl,”
and refers to a type of lenticular cloud that
only forms at exceedingly high altitudes
in the stratosphere. The Airbus Perlan Il
is to be used for complex meteorology
and exploring the study behind the giant
mountain waves in the atmosphere that
can potentially aide to the formation
of ozone holes, as well as contribute
to climate change. Since the aircraft
is engineless, it does not alter the air
temperature and chemistry surrounding it
as it flies - making it easier to study the
atmaosphere.

With a gross weight of around 1,800 Ibs
and a wingspan of 84 ft, it is not a very
large machine. It boasts a potential flight
speed of around 403 mph; and the project
aims to eventually fly at an altitude of
90,000 ft, well above the current flying
altitude of average commercial jets at
35,000 ft.

The process of mountain wave surfing
is not unlike ocean surfing in that the
pilot is catching a wave and using its
momentum to move him along. However,
unlike ocean surfing, aircraft gliders surf
in the air waves - not on top of them.
Made of a durable carbon-fber structure,
the aircraft is a pressurized sailplane - an
airplane that utilizes glider wings and a
light design to surf the air waves in the
atmasphere, which accounts for it not
needing an engine to propel it forward.
The glider reaches several thousand feet in
altitude with a tow and cable and then is
cut loose of the cable to take to the waves
off the mountains. The aircraft's wings
were designed to withstand flying at

temperatures of minus 70 degrees celsius, in
less than 3% of normal air density - similar to
the conditions found on the surface of Mars.
The Perdan Il made its most successful
mission to date, breaking its own record by
reaching an incredible altitude of over 76,000
ft. This most recent achievement by the
ghiding aircraft occurred above El Calafate
in Argentina, where stratospheric mountain
waves were especially strong at the time due
to the polar vortex, which only takes place
during a particular window each year. The
Perlan Il carried a crew of two individuals
as well as several instruments for collecting
research. The crew used a specifically crafted
rebreather system with a closed-loop where
the only oxygen they breathed was what
they metabolised.

If the Perlan succeeds to fly at even higher
altitudes in the future, the in-flight data the
project plans to collect during trips made at
90,000 ft and higher will give the researchers
insight into flying in an environment similar
to the environment on the surface of Mars.
A project representative stated that it will
allow them to see first-hand how the airplane
would handle potential stalls and banking in
the Martian atmesphere. This is particularly
interesting to NASA researchers involved in
the Perlan project, as the thin atmosphere on
Mars would make using a standard turbine
engine extremely difficult.

Though designing such aircraft for passenger
use would be a great undertaling, the
Perlan Il offers hope that the technology for
commercial aircraft with the ability to fly
into suborbital space may not be too far in
the future. At the very least, it giues human
beings the ability to study and analyze data
through new innovations, as we continue to
attempt to understand the environmental
changes taking place on our planet.
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Program for the pilgrims

HAJJ AND Umrah
PROGRAM

GACA’S Initiatives

I Yanbu and Taif Airport /%T Increasing capacity to match the rising
\ A\ 2
L to serve the pilgrims i demand during Hajj and Umrah seasons
— GACA added the Airports of Yanbu and Taif — Boosting the number of pilgrims
to the list of airports that operate coming to perform Umrah.

pilgrimage flights to improve the overall
experience for the guests of God whilst also
enhance the efficiency of the two airports.

_.  Expanding the aviation and travel
sector in the Kingdom.

Re-engineering procedures to modernize

World class terminals to @ | the management system of the airports
welcome the guests of God that handle pilgrims (JED, MED, YNB, TIF)

— Expanding capacity and facilitating the - Facilitating seamless passenger processing
access of more pilgrims.

— Providing world-class services for Hajj and

= Enhancing the service level. Umrah pilgrims by ensuring that all relevant
bodies and facilities comply strictly with
— Adopting developmental projects. GACA’s instructions.
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* TECHNOLOGY AND DIGITALISM:In-
cludes artificial intelligence, virtual
reality and augmented reality tech-
nologies, data centers, the Internet
of Things and e-commerce.

* MANUFACTURING: Includes new ma-
terials in compesites and metals, 3D
printing, robotics and vehicle manu-
facturing and much more.

* MEDIA: includes the development of
the television and film industry, the
video gaming industry and digital
content.

* ENTERTAINMENT: Includes being a
place packed with excitement, per-
formance and wisual arts venues,
world renowned restaurants by glit-
tering marina watersides and elite
shopping experiences that outpace
the world's capitals.

* TOURISM: Includes natural destina-
tion featuring cooler climate, high
mountains and spacious desert, as
well as facilities, events, activities
and more,

NEOM Bay

The first phase of the project, NEOM Bay,
was originally scheduled for completion
in 2020. Approved in January 2019, the
strategy of developing NEOM Bay is
based on number of main pillars, include:
providing an ideal lifestyle, creating tourist

GACA

and entertainment system, and supporting
the innovation centers to achieve NEOM's
economic goals. It supports the knowledge-
based economy in various sectors such
as media, health, and art to form NEOM's
special identity where sustainability will be
the main feature.

NEOM Bay, the project’s first window to the
world, offers an enjoyable quality of life that
includes a combination of beautiful beaches
and mountains and a mild climate, along with
best attractive investment environment,
driven by a public investment fund of more
than $500 bilkion.

NEOM Bay is designed to provide a number
of sustainable solutions, the most important
of which is to build an ideal environment to
promote human health, to find solutions to
the challenges of the business environment,
to provide next-generation  mobility
technologies, and to apply the latest digital
solutions n all aspects of life, in addition to
the development of a smart urban system
and advanced infrastructure to form a unique
future destination, the first of its kind in the
world.

NEOM is an environmentally friendly project;
energy will be generated from renewable
sources, water will be desalinated without
disposing any harmful substances to the
marine environment, and carbon emissions
will also be reduced.

Qa

The region's unique ecological characteristics
will be preserved through the application of
the best global practices to preserve the
beauty of the region and the unique marine,
wildlife, and heritage areas,

NEOM's contribution to Saudi GDP in 2030
is expected to be around $100 billion. The
first phase of the Economic Zone will be
completed in 2025 and will be listed on the
financial markets, while the 1PO will be held
before 2030.

Advantages of the Project

NEOM offers unique advantages to leading

investors worldwide:

* Approximately 10% of the world's trade
flows through the Red Sea.

« |ts unique location enables 70% of the

world's population to reach it in less

than eight hours.

It stretches into Jordan and Egypt.

+ Untouched beaches with more than 450
km of pristine coastline and spectacular
islands.

* Scenic snowcapped mountains reaching
up to 2,500m, with views across the Gulf
of Agaba and the Red Sea.

+ ldyllic and peaceful desert expanses that
astound visitors.

* Direct access to both Saudi and global
markets, given its unique geographic
location linling three continents.

* Funding and financial incentives.

Civil Aviation | Is3ue 94 Rabi al-awwal 1441 - Novembar 2019
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The $500 Billion Mega-city
NEOM will be the First Capitalist City in the World

On October 24, 2017, Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman (MBS) unveiled “NEOM” project
which comprises a total area of 26,500km” in the Red Sea coast, far north-west of Saudi Arabia, with
a stunning mountain backdrop rising to 2,500m to the East.

Connecting three continents, the $500 billion Saudi mega-city that stretches into Jordan and
Egypt is expected to be one of the most important global econemic and scientific capitals in

the world and will enable 70%

NEOM Bay Airport

last June, GACA launched NEOM Bay
Airport, located in Sharma in the north-
region of the Kingdom. Registered by
IATA with the code “NUM", the new
airport received its first commercial
flight on last July carrying investors and
staffers of the project.

Located 75 km away from Daba and 48
km from Sharm el Sheikh international
airport, the new commercial airport is
one of the four-airport network that is
decided to be built in there.

In Jan. 2019, the first flight landed on
its 3,757m runway carrying 130 staffers
in their first official visit to the project
site.

gaca.ideaswindow.com/index.html?v=1#p=2

NEOM

The name “NEOM" is derived from two
words. The first three letters form the
Ancient Greek prefix neo- meaning “new”.
The fourth letter is from the abbreviation
of the Arabic word “Mostagbal” meaning
“future”. I, also, called “"NWSA"™ to
abbreviate its location “MNorth West Saudi
Arabia”

Theclosed joint-stock NEOM Company, fully
owned by the Public Investment Fund, was
established in 2019 to supervise the vast
NEOM project, which will include multiple
cities, a seaport, airports network, industrial
complexes and innovation centers.

In October 2018, the Saudi Arabian Airlines
operated its first charter flights to NEOM
Bay Airport on two of its A320 aircraft,
carrying 130 NEOM Project staffers to the
project site.

Civil Aviation | Issue 94 Rabi® al-awwal 1441 - November 2019

of the world's population to reach it in less than eight hours.

Economic Sectors

The NEOM project aims to develop nine
key economic sectors for the future,
identified as:

ENERGY AND WATER: Includes being

fully powered by renewable energy,

forward looking energy storage solu-
tions.

* MOBILITY: Includes seaports, air-
ports, autonomous transport solu-
tions. .

* BIOTECH: Includes biotechnalogy,
human biotechnology and pharma-
celuticals manufacturing.

= FOOD: Includes an international inno-

vation center for food technologies,

including seawater and desert farm-
ing, aeroponics and hydroponics.
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« gates designed to handle giant airplanes such
as A380, 94 aerobridges, and 117 ABC KIOSK.

* A three-story hotel with 120 rooms for transit
passengers

+ A Railway station consists of a Transport
Hub connecting the new terminal with high
speed rail networks, buses, shuttles, taxis
and contract car parks.

* A railway station for Makkah- Madinah
Speed Train (the Haramain Railway).

+ A short-term car parking on four floors
that will accommodate 8,200 vehicles, and
will be equipped with electronic devices
for public parking which will enable the
owner of the car to know the parking
location of the car. There will also be long-
term parking for 4,356 cars.

* A 136-meter-high air traffic control (ATC)
tower (one of the highest in the world).

+ A mosque that can accommodate 3,000
warshippers with an outside courtyard for
prayer at an area of 2,450 square meters

STAGES AND CAPACITY

The three-phase project is expected to increase
the airport's annual passenger handling capacity
to 33 million passengers in the first stage, 55
million in the second, and 100 million in its final
stage.

DESIGN AND NEW TECHNOLOGY

Keeping with the world class style, the airport’s
design carefully considered details and finishes
that reflecting the cultural situation of the project.
There are green spaces within and around the airport
terminal complex. A garden, on an area spreading
18,000 sq. meters inside the terminal, is another
landmark, and the automatic train station is situated
in the middle of it. There is a huge aquarium, with a
height of 14 meters and capacity of one millian liters of
water, in the middle of the transport center. In terms
of technology, the airport equipped with self-operated
systems, including self-service contours, safety systems,
navigation systems, aircraft refueling systems, etc.

o
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King Salman Inaugurates the New
King Abdulaziz International Airport

The Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques, King Salman bin Abdulaziz Al Saud _may Allah protect him_ has inaugurated
the new King Abdulaziz International Airport (KAIA), Terminal 1 on Tuesday, September 24th.

Upon the arrival of the Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques, he was received by His Royal Highness Prince Khalid Al-
Faisal bin Abdulaziz, the Advisor to the Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques, and the Governor of Makkah Province,
His Royal Highness Prince Meshaal bin Majid bin Abdulaziz, the Governor of Jeddah, Dr. Nabil bin Mohammed
Al-Amoudi, the Minister of Transport and the Chairman GACA, and Mr. Abdulhadi bin Ahmed Al-Mansouri, the
President of GACA. The event began with a traditional orchestra playing the royal anthem. The Custodian of the
Two Holy Mosques then toured the Airport's facilities, and a presentation was delivered showing the details of
the new airport which is considered to be one of the largest airports in the region with terminals stretching over
810,000 square meters, and a capacity of 30 million passengers per year. After that, the speech ceremony began by
reciting verses from the Holy Quran, followed a presentation highlighting the various milestones in civil aviation
in the Kingdom. . o i

= Attracting as many pilgrims as possible.
IMPORTANCE

The new King Abdulaziz International Airport (KA1A) will be
a gateway for millions of pilgrims who travel every year to
the Kingdom's holy sites. Once fully operational, the new
KAIA will serve up to 30 million pilgrims on an annual basis.

* Supporting the economic structure of
Makkah in general and Jeddah in particular.

= Integrating with other economic sectors that
require an international airport with targeted

features to grow strongly.
NEW KAIA AND THE KINGDOM'S

VISION 2030

The new airport follows the Kingdom's Vision 2030
which aims at raising the level of services, applying the
privatization methods, attracting (30) million pilgrims
annually instead of (8) million, and establishing a distinct
logistic platform for the Kingdom to play a more important
role as a hub for transport and logistics. The new KAIA is
expected to play a major role in achieving these goals, as
shown in the following points:

» The airport will contribute to the
establishment of a distinct logistics platform
in the Kingdom, thanks to its strategic
location.

= Becoming a hub airport and acquiring its fair
share of the air traffic in the region.

= B10,000 square meters lounges, a transport
center that links between the building and
the car park and train station, 220 counters
to serve passengers, 80 counters for self-
service, 128 Passport Control counters, 46

+  Raising the level of service provided to passengers in
accordance with the highest international standards.

Civil Avistion | Issue 94 Rabi” al-awwal 14471 - November 2019

gaca.ideaswindow.com/index.html?v=1#p=2

56/65



1/8/2020

Get to Know "EYAR"

In Sept. 4, 2019, The General Authority of Chwil Aviation (GACA)
has launched “EYAR" (Return) imitiative at Prince Mohammed bin
Abdulaziz International Airport (PMIA) in Madinah, This comes after
the success of the initiative at King Abdulaziz International Airport
(KAlA) in Jeddah, which aims to finalize travel procedures for pilgrims
with ease and comfort in an automated manner that starts from their
place of residence and before arriving at the airport.

In its first phase, The initiative targets around 30,000 pilgrims from
Indonesia, India and Malaysia for this Hajj Season (1440).

The initiative has been implemented at KAIA in Jeddah and PMIA in
Madinah, and is expected to be expanded to cover more airports and
countries in the future.

At KAIA in Jeddah, more than (16,500) pilgrims have benefited from
EVAB services which provided by 95 government employees and 55
volunteers, who worked on facilitating and finishing travel procedures
of the targeted pilgrims in less than two hours.

The initiative provides flexibility to the pilgrims when departing the
Kingdom. Companias approved by GACA and through EYAB electronic
Platform will verify the pilgrims’ data automatically, and receive the

Civil Aviation | 153ue 94 Rabi® al-awwal 1441 - November 2019
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pilgrims' luggage 24 hours befare their departure.

The implementation of the initiative at KAIA in Jeddah has achieved
a remarkable success in facilitating the pilgrims’ procedures. 100
pilgrims have used EYAB daily, through 410 buses and 41 flights.
The number of luggage that was recorded through EYAB electronic
platform has reached 20,000 pieces.

GACA has also sponsored a cultural exhibition that provided the
pilgrims with special services, and introduced them to the Saudi
culture and heritage. The exhibition sits on an area of 3400 square
meters, equipped with all the amenities for the enjoyment and
comfort of the pilgrims.

Several stakeholders participated in “EVAB" initiative, including:
the Emirate of Makkah Province, the Ministry of islamic Affairs, the
Ministryof Hajj and Umrah, the Presidency of State Security, the
General Directorate of Passports, the General Authority of Customns,
the National Information Center, and the Red Crescent, in addition
to the contribution of the Watering and Refada Committee which
pravided free meals to all pilgrims.

GACA Signs a MoU with Jeddah Metro
and SAPTCO

The General Authority of Civil Aviation (GACA) has reinforced
its commitment to continually upgrading its services by
signing a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with Jeddah
Metro Company and Saudi Public Transport Company (SAPTCO)
aiming to enhance their mutual cooperation and to provide
the best and the highest standards of transportation service in
King Abdulaziz International Airport (KAIA) Terminal 1.

Under this MolU, GACA together with Jeddah Metro and
SAPTCO put into effect a range of joint activities to facilitate
more effective services and onward connections to and from
the new Terminal to meet the customers' expectations.
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Air Transport Economic Licenses

GACA Launches the First Phase of Air Services via "MERAS" Platform
Transport Economic Licensing Service
through MERAS Platform

Continying with the Generul Authority of Ovil aviation’s efferts te provide
the be=t slectronic serviced, GACA and in coltaboration with Mares Platform
< Have Liuncheyl the hrst phase of sconomic Licersss services related 1o al
In cooperation with MERAS Platform, The General Authority Tranmport in the Kingdom af Saudi Aratia, wiich includes

of Civil Aviation launched the first phase of econemic
licensing services related to air transport in the Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia. This was achieved through an electronic link

for issuing GACA licenses via the platform. '._)-{ P

) ) Ti’{f
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The initiative aim is to enable investors to apply for econamic

licenses through MERAS platform, which is connected to thond) Alrareine Waustunpl Sy exriee Alsary tramapure
et : 2 = LBt P R o et dod
GACA portal, within minutes. Moreaver, investors will be g g Hight imapecited wehae
able to follow-up their requests without the need to contact
any GACA's employees, in addition to the reduction of the 5 il
time it takes to issue the licenses from 60 to just 15 days. Lf"—“d ’-@f -—-/f'é
Moreover, GACA is working to automate all services provided
by the Economic Licensing and link it to MERAS platform. Asral Pisngraphy Nirrrarts Opssitinal Alrcraius Cpararian
Attty Ligamurs for bowm Comenmreiol
Unage

GACA Announces the Inauguration of
NEOM Bay Airport

The General Authority of Civil Aviation (GACA) announced the
launching of Neom Bay Airport in Sharma, in the northern part
of the Kingdom.

GACA explained in a news release that the airport has been
licensed as a commercial airport and is ready to operate
commercial flights starting from July after the completion of the
first phase of the project.

At present time, NEOM Bay Airport will aperates regular flights to
carry investors and employees of NEOM project.

ICAO and IATA Condemn the Houthi
Militias Terror Attack on Abha
International Airport

The Intemational Civil Aviation Qrganization (ICAO) and
The International Air Transport Association (IATA) expressed
their condemnation to the terror bombing incident at Abha
International Airport, in Saudi Arabia.

They further deplored the flagrant violation of international
law by attacking civilians and civil aviation infrastructure,
and conveyed their sympathy to the victims of the attack.

8 Civil Aviation | Issue 94 Rabi® al-awwal 1441 - November 2019
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GACA among the Top 15 Government
Agencies that Contributed to Raising
the E-services Maturity Level

The General Authority of Civil Aviation (GACA) was ranked among
the !;qp 15 government agencies that have contributed in raising the
maturity level. This in addition to obtaining the green
et category (Transportation & Communication Sector) with
eree; t points. This was announced through the issuance
of the mw edition of government maturity level index, which was
launched by government electronic interaction program (Yusur)
for the first quarter of 2019, The maturity level index is a tool for
assessing and measuring the level of digitization and development in
the provision of govermment services to the pubhc and one of the Key
Performance Indicators in the National Transition Plan 2020,

This achievement reflects the progress reached by GACA in the field
of electronic services to enhance quality and efficiency of services
and simplify procedure, in addition to ensuring the exchange
of information in a safe manner by using the best practices and
applying the highest standards to improve the Kingdom's rank in the
assessment of the United Nation E-Government Readiness.

RGACA

Integrated Services to Handle Pilgrims in the
Saudi Airports

The General Authority of Civil Aviation (GACA) has successfully
completed its plan aiming to provide a unique integrated
system of services designed to facilitate receiving and handling
the departing pilgrims in their way to their home countries
after completing this year pilgrimage.

This comes as an implementation of the directives of the
Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques and HRH the Crown Prince
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to provide the best services ever to the pilgrims to facilitate
their travel procedures in their way to their home countries
with safety, ease and comfort.

In coordination with government and private authorities,
GACA was keen to provide the highest quality of services to the
pilgrims, a smooth flow of pilgrims movement, and enhance
their travel experience..

59/65



1/8/2020

Saudi Arabia Wins in
ICAO Council Election

Saudi Arabia has won permanent membership in the Council of
the International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAQ) during its
40th Assembly Sessions. It joins the council with the other 36
permanent member states.

The Kingdom is a staunch supporter of ICAD programs, activities,
and plans. It hosts the parmanent headquarters of the Regional
Safety Oversight Organization for the Middle East and North
Africa (MENA RSOQ), and the permanent headquarters of the
Cooperative Aviation Security Program for the Middle East (CASP-
MID), both of which are ICAD's entities. Moreover, it was one of
the first countries who fully supported ICAQ's Carbon Offsetting
and Reduction Scheme for Intemational Aviation (CORSIA).

The 40th session of the Assembly ICAO has been held on 24
September- 4 October 2019 in Montreal, Canada. ICAQ's 193
Member States and a large number of international organizations
are invited to the Assembly, which establishes the worldwide
policy of the Organization for the upcoming triennium in order
to promote the air transport industry which is considered to be a
truly global economic force.
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GACA

Aiming to Creating Potential for the Saudi
Logistics Market to Exceed $25 bn. by 2020
GACA President Introduces the First
Integrated Logistics Zone at RUH

Hosted at the iconic Fairmont hotel of Riyadh an 28th July, a
forum to introduce the Integrated Logistic Banded Zone (ILBZ)
at King Khalid international airport (RUH) was held under the
patronage of HE Mr. Abdulhadi Al Mansour, the President of
GACA, and was attended by key members and investors in the
logistics sector,

Al Mansouri affrmed that the Executive Committee of ILBZ,
represented by its Chairman Dr. Nabil Al Amoudi, spares no effort
to overcome challenges and tackle obstacles that may hinder
logistics investments in the kingdom, with the ultimate vision
of pasitioning the Kingdom as a global logistics center finking the
three continents, and a cultural bridge between communities.
"The volume of the Icg'istics miarket in Saudi Arabia is $18 billion,
which is 55% of the total GCC logistics services’ market. By 2020,
the value of this sector is expected to be $25 bilhon, making it
the fastest-growing market worldwide.” Al Mansouni explained.
He stated that GACA is in the course of launching a seres of
promising projects to invigorate this sector, one of which is the
first logistics areain Saudi Arabia, ILBZ at King Khalid Intemational
Airport in Rivadh. More of such areas are expected to come up in
the near future.

It s worth mentioning that the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia as a
logistics hub is one of the initiatives of the National Industrial
Development and Logistics Program launched earhier this year.
It is one of the largest programs in the Saudi Vision 2030, which
aims to transform the Kingdom into a leading industrial power
and an international logistics hub,
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Left Behind (NCLB) initiative, under
which ICAOQ provides assistance to States
in order to implement ICAO Standards
and Recommended Practices (SARPs).
The King's support also contributed to
the expenses required in translating the
organization's documents into Arabic
language. In fact, this support is a renewal
of the Kingdom s previous support to
ICAO in 2016 which achieved significant
and positive results in enhancing the
safety and security of civil aviation in the
Middle East and Africa.

This generous support expressed the
Kingdom's belief in the role of ICAD in
serving air transport industry all over the
world. That's why the Kingdom continues
its commitment to support ICAQ
financially.

Moreover, on the ist of April 2019,
Riyadh hosted the international Civil
Aviation Conference attended by more
than 15 ministers of transport and

gaca.ideaswindow.com/index.html?v=1#p=2

GACA

communication, and more than 140 heads
of authorities and organizations of major
airlines from different countries of the
world. The Kingdom, also, organized

and hosted the Ministerial Conference

on Civil Aviation in 2016 which was
attended by a multitude of o cials
representing 54 countries in addition to
13 international and regional civil aviation
organizations, and more than 450 aviation
companies. The summit highlighted

the future policies, regulations and

plans for safety and security, in addition
to improving the passenger-airport
experience, and investment oppartunities.
The Kingdom, also, is hosting the
permanent headquarters of the Regional
Safety Oversight Organization for

the Middle East and North Africa and

the permanent headquarters of the
Cooperative Aviation Security Program for

the Middle East (CASP-MID), both of which

are ICAO's entities.

All this and other efforts and contributions
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confirm that the Kingdom has a
prominent international position in the
international civil aviation forums. It is,
therefore, not surprising that the Kingdom
has won the elections of the ICAD Council
from 1986 till now respectively, in addition
to winning elections of The Air Navigation
Commission (ANC). The Kingdom is also a
member of most of ICAD's 31 committees.

with the support of the Government of
the Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques,
GACA will continue its commitment to
cooperate with friendly countries and
specialized organizations, in particular
ICAD, to meet the challenges faced by
the global air transport industry and to
achieve further successes.

Allah Grants sticcess.

61/65



1/8/2020

o Editorial

A Prominent Role for the
Kingdom in Supporting
the International Air
Transport Industry

By Mr. Abdul Hadi A. Al Mansouri
resident of the General Authority of
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GACA

The Royal inauguration of the new
mega terminal in King Abdulaziz
International airport (KAIA) gives a
fillip to the air transport industry
not only regionally, but globally. This
significant shift in KAIA will provide
further support for this growing
industry.

The commitment of the Saudi
leadership towards supporting

the air transport industry did

not stop at the boundaries of the
Kingdom, however, it expanded
globally through the support of
organizations and bodies concerned
with the air transport industry,
including 1CAO.

Since its accession to the
Intermnational Civil Aviation
Organization (ICAO) in 1962, The
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia has
been a steadfast supporter of the
programs and the plans of ICAD,

contributing effectively in strengthen
the cooperation between the membered
countries, raising the level of joint
action in all areas of civil aviation, and
ensuring the regulation of international
air traffic. This has been a key factor in
the development of the international
air transport industry, which bringing
extraordinary benefits to mankind.

It is no wonder, then, that Saudi Arabia
has been winning a permanent seat in
ICAD"s Council successively since 1986

in elections which are held every three
years. This clearly reflects the Kingdom's
prestigious international status.

Actually, the unlimited contribution of
the Kingdom to the international civil
aviation cannot be summed up in these
few lines. in last June, for example, the
Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques King
Salman bin Abdul Aziz Al Saud provided

a generous financial support to the tune
of §1 million for the ICAO's No Country
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